Sentence Openers
1) Subject—

The student felt confident about making his speech until he realized that he had forgotten his papers on the bus.

A mind is a terrible thing to waste.

Goldilocks was charged with breaking and entering after the Three Bears pressed charges.

2) Prepositional phrase (refer to preposition list)


In a tizzy, Mrs. Busy cranked her Tin Lizzy and drove us till we got dizzy.


Up in the air, Superman scoured the skies, searching for evildoers.


During the movie, Rude Rosie talked on her cell phone and threw popcorn.

3) “ly” (adverb)
Triumphantly, Scarlett waved her ribbon for her prize-winning biscuits under Rhett’s nose.

Eagerly, B’rer Rabbit offered to help B’rer Fox by leaping over the tar baby into the briars.

Mysteriously, Myrtle motioned her minions to move towards the mountain.

4) “ing” 


Chortling with glee, the Big Bad Pig approached the little Wolf’s house.


Leaping and jumping, the boy tried to remove the Mexican jumping beans from his pants.


Tumbling over the cliff, he managed to grab a vine and hold on for dear life.

5) Clausal (when, where, while, as, since, if, although, because)

NOTE: “Because” is added to this element; www.asiab is the reminder.


Because he had cheated on his eye exam, Georgy Porgy was told he needed glasses.

Although Rapunzel had hair that reached from the second floor window, she washed and blew it dry each night.

Since Mortimer liked pepper, he applied it liberally to everything he ate—even peanut butter.


6) V.S.S. (Very Short Sentence=5 words or less)



Call me Ishmael. (From Moby Dick)



“I dare you!” she taunted.



Don’t touch that dial!


7) “ed” (past participle verb form)



Deceived by Peter Piper’s flattery, Snow White turned over her sheep to his care.


Amazed at the Seven Dwarves’ sloppiness, Snow White began a strict house-cleaning schedule.

Indicate the type of opener by including the number in parentheses immediately after the sentence.

DRESS-UPS

There are seven types of dress-ups:

1) who / which clause—a clause (group of words with a subject & verb) which begins with “who” or “which”; it gives additional information or combines sentences

Ex. The boy ate an entire loaf of bread in one sitting. The boy experienced a stomachache.

The boy who ate an entire loaf of bread in one sitting experienced a stomachache.

Note: “who” is reserved for people or personified animals (as in a story); “which” is for animals or inanimate objects.

2) “ly”—adverb (modifies verbs, adjectives, other adverbs)

Ex. Snow White carefully and delicately removed all traces of her cooking disaster from the kitchen of the Seven Dwarves.

3) Strong verb-an interesting verb (not an over-used one). Use thesaurus for ideas.

Ex.  Mary smiled. =(boring verb) vs. Mary grinned, beamed, sparkled, etc.

4) Quality adjective—an interesting adjective (not an over-used one). Use thesaurus.

Ex. What a nice girl! (boring adjective) vs. What a delightful, pleasant, charming girl!

5) Clausal (www.asia)--a clause (group of words with a subject & verb) that begins with:

When, where, while, as, since, if, although

Ex. Cinderella smiled when she saw Prince Charming approach.



                 where no one had ever smiled before.

                                  while Prince Charming continued to step on her toes.

                                   as she saw her ballroom gown appear.

                                  since she was back in the nick of time.




   Even if she couldn’t see the prince without her glasses.




   Although her glass slippers were giving her blisters.

6) Because clause—a clause that begins with “because” (it will tell why something happened)

Ex. Red Riding Hood dropped her basket and ran, because the Big Bad Pig was chasing her.

7) Invisible who/ which —like #1, but drops the “who, which” and may have an understood (not spoken) word. (Called an appositive in real-life grammar)

Ex. The  Lone Ranger, who was an early cowboy crime-fighter, always wore a mask in public.

The Lone Ranger,__ an early cowboy crime-fighter, always wore a mask in public.

Miss Marple, ___ an elderly lady detective, always solved the crime.

Their game ended in a tie, ___ a surprise to everyone who was watching.

Nobody cared about the puppy, ___ a stray dog that wandered the city streets.

Notice that the invisible who /which is indicated by underlining 2 spaces to mark its place.

ALL DRESS-UPS ARE INDICATED (OR MARKED) BY UNDERLINING. 

